
>TIPS FOR AN 
INCLUSIVE
CLASSROOM
FOR DEAF
LISTNERS

I N C L U S I V I T Y

FACTS ABOUT DEAFNESS

10 things you 
should know to 
help deaf and 

hard of hearing 
students feel 

included at 
school.
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Introduce 
Yourself and 
Staff
Let the student and their family know 
who’s who at school, especially the 
people they’ll see regularly. Wearing 
name badges can help.

Ask About 
Communication 
Preferences
DHH students may communicate 
through speech, sign language, or lip 
reading. Ask the student or their 
family what works best.

Learn Basic 
Auslan Signs
Learn a few simple signs like "hello," 
"stop," and "time out" to improve 
communication.

Provide 
Written 
Classroom 
Rules
Display rules both visually and in 
written form so families can easily 
refer to them.

Face the 
Student When 
Speaking
Make sure the student can see your 
face when you speak. Speak clearly 
without shouting.

Use Visual 
Aids
Support verbal instructions with 
photos, pictures, and other visual 
tools to help students follow along.

Act Out 
Instructions
Demonstrate your instructions using 
gestures and body language to help 
make things clearer.

Make Eye 
Contact
Get the student's attention before 
speaking. Crouch down to their eye 
level if needed.

Check 
Understanding
Ensure the student has understood 
your instructions. If needed, rephrase 
or use a different communication 
method.

Encourage 
Peer Support
Encourage classmates to support 
their deaf peers by learning some 
basic sign language or finding other 
ways to communicate.

Did you know that nearly 50% of parents of a deaf 
or hard of hearing child worry about their child 
attending a mainstream school? Additionally, 
parents worry that their child may find it 
challenging to make friends or be bullied (ref 
Flying Colours Survey 2021). 
Promoting inclusion can benefit the entire school 
community and with the right support, deaf 
students can excel academically and 
socially.These simple tips can help you create a 
welcoming environment for deaf and hard of 
hearing (DHH) students.





12.8%

Did you know?
Estimates show between 3.4 and 12.8% 
of Australian primary school children 
have a hearing impairment.

Deaf Children Australia uses the term ‘deaf’ 
to refer to all degrees and types of hearing 
loss. Revised 2019 – Copyright © Deaf 
Children Australia 2019

For further information about Deaf 
Children Australia. 

deafchildrenaustralia.org.au

Helpline: 1800 645 916 
helpline@deafchildren.org.au 
www.facebook.com/DeafChildrenAustralia




