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Dear Friend,

For parents of deaf and hard of hearing children, having support 
and connections that can help in raising a child is essential. 
Most deaf children are born from hearing parents, and for 
parents – not knowing what they will face on the road ahead 
can be tough and lonely. Deaf Children Australia, with your 
help, can bring Queensland families together at Family Camps, 
a lifeline to families to help them navigate a complex world.

For Queensland parents Jodie and Shaun, having that important 
bond with someone who shares your experience changes 
everything. 

When Jodie’s identical twin daughter Kyra failed her healthy 
hearing check, Jodie found it overwhelming. She didn’t know 
anything about hearing loss, hearing aids, cochlear implants, or 
the Deaf community: she was starting from scratch. 

“Kyra was diagnosed with congenital mild-moderate bilateral 
sensorineural hearing loss, in addition to the many complex 
health issues she was facing at that time. It was a lot to take in. 
You start to worry about their life, making friends, going to 
school, will they succeed,” said Jodie.

So, when the QLD Children’s Hospital was able to connect Jodie 
and her family with our Parent Mentor Stacey – it truly meant 
the world to her. 

Ple one vef  mo  Kya’ sy...

“I will never forget that two-hour conversation with 
Stacey,” Jodie said. “It was invaluable, to meet someone 
who understood what we were going through - had 
been through it themselves - reassuring us that all 
would be OK. She too had twins, one with normal 
hearing, and one diagnosed with hearing loss that 
had experienced additional health complications.”

“I learned it was common to feel all the emotions we 
felt, the concerns we had. It was such a relief. We didn’t 
have any friends or family that knew anything about 
hearing loss. When you’ve never been exposed to 
it before, it is really hard to understand, let alone to 
connect with other families that have children that 
are deaf or hard of hearing.”     

“Knowing you are not alone changes everything,” Jodie 
said. Through the Parent Mentor Program, Jodie also 
learned about Family Camps. 

“I met families at different stages of their journey with 
their deaf or hard of hearing child. They had already 
experienced key stages in their child’s life from 
diagnosis, to kindy, then transitioning to primary and 
secondary school, I learned so much, it put things 
in perspective.”
  
“Family Camp was amazing, not just for us, but for Kyra and her normal hearing twin sister 
Kensley. It was a vital way for the kids to make friends. I really think it’s so important for them 
to be around kids that are like them, to not feel so different. It helps them build a support 
system they can turn to when life challenges them more than it already does everyday,” 
said Jodie.

The camps are the only way parents can share experiences, seek companionship, and support. 
It provides them with the resources they need to successfully navigate a better path for their child.

For many families with deaf or hard of hearing children, having this support makes all the 
difference. With your generosity we can help families create communities – providing a safe 
space where deaf and hard of hearing children can thrive. 

As Jodie says. “All kids should be able to experience that sense of community. This is why 
Family Camps are so important.”

It takes a community to raise a child. Your donations will help to create safe and supportive 
communities for deaf children.

David Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

Many deaf children like Kyra
love playing with kids just like 
them. Our Family camps are a 
unique opportunity for them to 
connect with other deaf childern.

This is made possible because of 
the support of people like you.

Please rush back your tax-time 
gift so we can help more children
like Kyra live their best life.

Yes, I will help make a difference to the lives of deaf and hard of hearing children

3. Please post this donation form to:

  My cheque or money order made payable  
to Deaf Children Australia is enclosed

Or please debit my     MasterCard      VISA

Card No: 

Name on card:

Signature:

Expires:  /  CSC:

 Please send me a receipt
 Please send me your e-newsletter

 

 
 
 

Email: 

Name:

Company:

Address:

Phone:  DOB:  /  /

$158 $98 $48

One-off Monthly
 $ (Your Choice)

Help us to connect families
and create supportive communities.

Suite 202B, 9 SHERWOOD ROAD,
TOOWONG QLD 4066
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Children like Kyra are 
counting on you to 
help them to achieve 
their dreams!


